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A fter a lengthy illness, Morgan Barry Henderson, Jr., 85, died on April 20, 2015.

He was born, April 5, 1930, in Longview, Texas to Gladys and Morgan
Henderson. His Grandparents were Alice Ida and Robert Taylor Henderson and Lula

Furguson and Charles Thomas Culpepper.

Barry grew up on the family dairy farm in Longview, Texas. He milked cows and by age nine
made early morning milk deliveries driving the family milk truck.
He was a Judson Blue Devil, excelling in all sports. Many Classmates fondly remember him

playing a trumpet solo wearing his football uniform during the half-time of football games. He
graduated from Judson High School in 1948.

From 1948-1949 he attended North Texas Agriculture College in Arlington, Texas. In 1949, he left
to pursue a career in baseball. He was a pitcher with the Dallas Texans and the Lawton Giants
where his fast ball was clocked at over 100 miles per hour.

In December 1950, he was drafted into the United States Air Force. He trained as a RCT Mechanic
and a Fly Gunner with the 342nd Bomb Squadron. He fought and was wounded in the Korean
War. He was awarded the Korean Service Medal, the Air Crew Medal, the Air Medal, and the

National Defense Service Medal. It was while stationed in Hawaii that he met John Wayne who
was filming the movie Big Jim Mc Lain. A proud moment came when he was nicknamed "Big

Tex" by "The Duke". He was discharged into the Air Force Reserve in November, 1953.

After his military service, he worked for the US Postal Service while establishing Henderson Iron
Works and Henderson Water Wells. During this time he also served as Gregg County

Commissioner for Precinct One; and served on the State Texas Water Well Board. Until his
retirement, he drilled hundreds of water wells in the East Texas Area.

Barry was a life time member of Alpine Presbyterian Church, where Grandparents and Great-
Grandmother were Charter Members.
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He married Shirley Potz-Nielsen on January 11, 1989. He is survived by his wife of 26 years.
His daughter Laura Alice, and son-in-law John Hale, of San Antonio, Texas. His daughter by

marriage, Kelly Jordan and son-in-law Bob Jordan of Flower Mound, Texas; son by marriage,
Steve Potz-Nielsen and daughter-in-law Gwen Potz-Nielsen of Lake Kiowa, Texas. His

grandchildren, who were taught by their Papa the complete works of John Wayne: Jordan and
Jackson Hale; Soren Jordan; Sheryl Jordan Rios; Dallas, Jenna, Shelby, and Carly Potz-Nielsen. He
also has three surviving sisters and numerous nieces and nephews.

After a family graveside military service at Alpine Presbyterian Cemetery, a Memorial Service will
be held at 1:30pm on April 24, 2015, at Alpine Presbyterian Church with the Reverend Gordon N.

Blackman, Jr. officiating. Pallbearers are: John Hale, Jackson Hale, Donald "Doc" Willis, Gary
Miller, Steve Potz-Nielsen, Soren Jordan, and Bob Jordan.
Visitation will be 6:00pm-8:00pm on Thursday, April 24, 2015, at Rader Funeral Home. If

preferred, in lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Alpine Cemetery Fund.
"Living for Jesus"

Obituary Barry Henderson
APR  5, 1930 - APR  20, 2015

PAGE 4 OF 8



Visitation

Rader Funeral Home of Longview

1617 Judson Road, Longview TX 75601

Memorial Service

Alpine Presbyterian Church

4102 Tryon Road, Longview TX
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Thursday, April 23, 2015

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM CT

Friday, April 24, 2015

1:30 PM CT
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MW Melissa George Weiss lit a candle in honor of Barry.

May 3 at 10:39 AM

CS Curtis Seelbach posted:

so sorry to hear of Barrys death. He was agreat person. sincerely curtis and shirley seelbach of

henderson,tx.

April 28 at 11:51 AM

IC Irene Cook posted:

May the love of those around you help you through the days ahead. The cedar tree donated by Barry

& Family will continue to light for our community as we think of Barry each year.Love Irene Cook

April 24 at 4:57 AM

DK Debra Collier-Kerstetter posted:

To Laura Alice - I'm so sorry to hear of the passing of your dad. I remember your dad working with

my dad as we added wells to our property. That was back when you and I were at Mozelle Johnston

and Judson Jr. High together. Yes, that was a very long time ago. May God Bless you and heal your

wounded heart as you mourn the loss of your dad. May He remind you of the fun and loving times

you shared with your dad, and give you peace. You and your family are in our prayers.Debra Collier-

KerstetterClassmate at Mozelle Johnston Elem., Judson Jr. High, and Longview High School

April 23 at 8:30 AM

GA Georgene And Ken Albert posted:

Barry was a great guy. We'll always remember him.

April 23 at 7:56 AM

EM Eddie And Linda Morrow lit a candle in honor of Barry.

April 23 at 2:24 AM
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PP Pamela B Pyeatt posted:

Please know that you all are in our thoughts and prayers, Ann Billingsley and family.

April 22 at 9:04 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Henderson family.

April 22 at 5:05 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Barry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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